
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are invited to 

Celebrate Christmas at RUMC 
as we worship all month:  

12/ 11 ð  6 p.m. Worship Arts Concert  

12/ 18 ð 6 p.m. Praise with Puppets &  

   Children in Concert  

12/ 24   ð  Christmas Eve Services :               

   5 p.m. Childrenõs Early Christmas Service  

     featuring a live Nativity  

     & Teaching the Christmas Story             

   7 p.m. Candlelight Service  

      Featuring Steps of Faith  Band              

   10 p.m. Concert of Music              

   11 p.m.  Candlelight Service  

     featuring the RUMC Choirs  

12/ 25 ð 9 a.m. Communion on Christmas Morning  

01/0 1 ð  9 a.m. New Yearsõ Worship    

 

 



tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ /ƘŀǊƎe Conference ς November 15, 2011 
 
Dear Friends,  
 
Kendra and I continue to be very grateful for this appointment.  There is a joy in the congregation for current 
ministries and visions being revealed of ministries to come.   As I complete my first full year here, I reflect on 
the distance we have traveled together since the last Annual Charge Conference:    
ü ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ άhƴŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ¢ǿƻ /ŀƳǇǳǎŜǎέ ǘƻ άtŀǊŜƴǘ-5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊέ 

congregation and have witnessed the re-ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ bŜǿ[ƛŦŜ ¦a/Φ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ΨǘŜƭƭǘŀƭŜ ȅŜŀǊΩ 
financially, as we take the necessary steps to begin separating the bookkeeping in order for clear financial 
picture to be revealed for both congregations.   

ü We have been able to manage on-going ministries and begin new ministries, including the faithful payment of 
Apportionments to the Denomination, while remaining in the black for much of the year.   

ü We have successfully completed a major restoration and cleaning project in the basement, re-painting 
classrooms and adding lighting for the children and youth ministries.   

ü We have added to the staff in accordance with the visions of the congregation, while remaining fiscally 
responsible to the SPRC budget line items.   

ü We have stabilized worship attendance and witnessed a slow but steady increase. 
ü We have begun the Re-Branding of the Congregation under a key Core Value Statement, (Great 

Commandments) Vision Focus, (.ǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ [ƻǾŜ ǘƻ [ƛŦŜΗύ  and Mission Emphasis (Connect, Grow, Serve)   
ü We have accomplished Stewardship Goals of:   

Re-developing the way the yearly pledge program is done, specifically in the  ǿŀȅ άǘƘŜ ŀǎƪέ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ōȅ 
the installation of a Quarterly Stewardship  Brochure.    
Purchasing of a Finance Kiosk for credit/debit card giving.  
Developing an Online Payment program.   
Re-Installing the Endowment program with (at least) a three-fund emphasis.  

ü I have completed the personal goals of:   
o Strengthening the Stephens Ministry Program into a deeper congregational care program, enlisting 

many in Hospital Visitation and Communion to Shut-In Visitors.  
o In partnership with SPRC, developing the Staff Alignment and Re-Alignment in accordance with the 

Vision Focus and Mission Emphasis.   
o .ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƳƻǊŜ ΨƘŀƴŘǎ-ƻƴΩ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŦƻŎǳǎΦ ¢ƘŜre is much still 

to learn and accomplish in area Justice Ministry.    
o Establishing a Fellowship of Christian Athletes Charter at Hononegah High School.  The weekly meeting 

averages between 10-20 athletes, and is overseen by RUMC member, Coach Randy Weibel.    
ü ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ Ǝƻŀƭǎ L ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻƭŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƎƻŀƭǎΥ   

o Developing a cutting edge Youth Ministry housed in the Old Rockton Grade School.  There is still a 
chance this can happen.   

o Enhancing the already present Discipleship System into a free-flowing Assimilation Process.  
o IŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ά¢ƻŘŀȅ ¢ƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ aƛƴŘǎŜǘέ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ ά¢Ŝƴ ¸ŜŀǊ 
ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜ aƛƴŘǎŜǘΦέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƴ ƻƴ-going work that will prove to create energy and focus for 
ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ   ό!ǘ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ wŜǾΦ ¢ƻƳ IŀǊƳŀƴΣ tŀǎǘƻǊ 9ƳŜǊƛǘǳǎΣ 
regarding an update on the work of the Building-Site Committee.)  

 
God has been continuing to pour out blessing upon blessing to this congregation, and I am honored to help 
ǎǘŜŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ǿŀǘŜǊǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ    
Sincerely, in the Grip of Christ,  
 
Rev. Dr. Paul C. Meyers  

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TURKEY SUPPER RECAP:  2011 
hǳǊ ά!bb¦![ ¢¦wY9¸ {¦tt9wέ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ рΣ нлмм ǿƛǘƘ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΣ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭƭȅ 
tasting food, and connection to our Greater State Line Area being achieved.  The 2011 Turkey Supper was well 
received by our community and ended up (again) a sell-out event, serving 450 people. 
A BIG THANKS to all who donated their time, food, and appetites to this event.  With YOUR help, we prepared 
a traditional home-ŎƻƻƪŜŘ ¢ƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƳŜŀƭΦ  ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅΣ ǿŜ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ мт άDƛǾŜ-A-aŜŀƭέ ǘƛŎƪŜǘǎ 
to the Rockton Food Pantry, all of which were used and appreciated. 
This fund-raising event generated a little over $3,000, and benefited our RUMC Trustees and UMM charitable 
ŎŀǳǎŜǎΣ ƴŀƳŜƭȅΥ   wƻŎƪǘƻƴ CƻƻŘ tŀƴǘǊȅΣ wƻŎƪŦƻǊŘ wŜǎŎǳŜ aƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ DƻƭŘƛŜ CƭƻōŜǊƎ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ 
Aid, Wesley Woods Campground, and Camp Reynoldswood. 
Many hands make light work, and 2011 was no exception.  We had fun doing it.  We thank you for having fun 
with us. 
  
Thank You for your Support. 
The Turkey Supper Committee 
 
 

 
Backpack Ministry 
There are a number of children (estimated 45) in the Kinnickinick School District who need food on the 
weekend.  They receive food at school during the week, but not on the weekend.  Everett Peterson and a 
number of other people in the congregation are gathering information to develop a backpack program in 
partnership with Rockton, which has a backpack program for their school district.  This program will need 6-10 
people each week to stuff, deliver, and pick up backpacks.  It will need $200 to $250 per week for food.  And it 
is important that participation in this program does not detract from our giving to the Old Stone Food Pantry 
in Rockton.  Roscoe UMC participation in the backpack program must be in addition to our support of the food 
pantry.  A meeting is planned for Sunday, December 11 at 11:00am in Harman Hall. 
 
Stewardship Notes 
Wow! Thank you so much for the abundance of pledges we have received for the upcoming year!  There is 
much good work to be done within our walls and without.  Near, far, here and there ς we want to be the 
hands and feet of Christ.  Your continued investments of your many talents, generous time, and bountiful gifts 
work together to make that happen.  Thank you. 
 
FOOD AND FELLOWSHIP                                                   
There will be NO Food and Fellowship meal during December or January.  The next Food and Fellowship 
meeting will be Thursday, February 16th at noon in Harman Hall.   

 



 
Memorial Committee ς In Loving Memory 
The Memorial Committee is happy to announce the following upgrades to our ministry in memory of precious 
loved ones that have recently died:    

¶ The purchase of a new Advent Wreath and Candelabrum in Memory of Clarence Banks.  

¶ ¢ƘŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ ŎƘŀƛǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ¸ƻǳǘƘ !ǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ aŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ 5ƻǊƻǘƘȅ 
Peters  

¶ The upgrading of the Harman Hall Sound System and Video System in Memory of Dick Fisher 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ƻŦ aǳǎƛŎ ŦƻǊ aŜƴΩǎ /ƘƻǊǳǎΣ /ƘŀƴŎŜƭ /ƘƻƛǊΣ ŀƴŘ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ !Ǌǘǎ ƛƴ aŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ 5ƛŎƪ CƛǎƘŜǊ  

¶ The creation of a Mission Endowment in Memory of Dora Morgan 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƭŜƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ CǳƴŘ ƛƴ aŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ .ȅǊƻƴ 9ŀǎǘƻƴ    

We are thankful that these families chose to remember their congregation at such a painful time in their lives.      

 
Special Offerings to Local Missions 

 
During this season of the year Roscoe UMC is receiving offerings to support local missions to meet the need 
for food.  Our Thanksgiving and December loose change offerings will go to the Salvation Army.  Our Christmas 
offering will go to the Old Stone Food Pantry in Rockton.  Both of these groups are facing increasing needs for 
food at a time of rising food prices.  Please help the needy through these offerings.   
 
OǾŜǊ фл !ǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ aŜƴΩǎ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘΗ 

 



 
United Methodist Men Monthly Breakfast Sunday, December 11, 2011 
9ƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ά{ǘŜŀƪ ŀƴŘ 9ƎƎǎέ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ōȅ DŀǊƳŜǊ IŀǊǘƳŀƴ ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ CǊŜsh Venison!  We meet the 
second Sunday of each month from 7:00 to 8:20 a.m. in Harman Hall.  This month is our year-end wrap up 
with a slide show of the activities from the past year, awards and election of new officers for 2012 with lots of 
time for good old-ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴŜŘ άCŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ .ƻƴŘƛƴƎΦέ  
 

MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) 
MOPS meet here at RUMC!  Each MOPS meeting is a warm and inviting community of moms who are 
parenting children ages birth-6 years old.  Meetings are based around a theme with guest speakers, devotions, 
discussions, fun activities, crafts, and of course, food.  It is never required that you attend each and every 
meeting.  We know and understand how busy our schedules can be. Please come whenever you can make it to 
any of the MOPS events.  We meet at Roscoe UMC the third Tuesday of the month September - May at 6:45-
9pm in Harman Hall.  (child care is provided if needed!)  We also have play dates, family gatherings, and 
mom's night outs.  For more information email us at roscoemops@yahoo.com or call Stacey West at 815/624-
0784 or LeAnne Holley at 815/624-4675. 
 
Lessons from I-90, Part 2 
Patience 
We are usually are in a hurry to get from point A to point B, we have things to do, places to go.  You know 
what I mean, you are suddenly slowed down by the car in front of you, and you might even become anxious, 
irritable or even impatient.  That happens often to me in my I-90 commute to Madison and home again.  How 
fast I go is between  God, myself  and the officer that someday will pull me over.  I will be cruising along and 
ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ Ǌǳƴ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ άŎƭƻƎέΣ ōƻǘƘ ƭŀƴŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƭƻǿŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ go.  I use to get frustrated, 
but I have been reminded of a lesson in patience, a reminder that all things happen in due time. 
 
We all have things happening in our lives, things we want to happen now; want to be resolved now; want to 
be over with now; want ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƴƻǿΤ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻΧΦΦ  ¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ L ƳŜŀƴΦ  ²Ŝ ǇǊŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ DƻŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ 
ǳǎΣ ōǳǘ ōȅ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ DƻŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎΣ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ȅƛŜƭŘ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǿŜ 
ǿŀƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǘƛƳƛƴƎΦ 
 
²ƘƛƭŜ ǿŜ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǎƻƭǳtion in our lives, we need to learn to be patient and wait.  Sometimes slowing 
down a little on my commute, can result in wonderful things.  I have delighted in the beauty of the sunrise 
ǘƘŀǘ Ǉŀƛƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜǊȅ ŀ ǎƭƛƎƘǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŎƻƭƻǊ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŀƭŜǘǘŜ Ŝvery day.   The grace of the hawk flying 
beside me as it lands and rises up again with its prey.  The waving hands of children peeking over the backseat.  
How about the smell of freshly turned soil and mowed grass, mint being harvested between Beloit and 
Janesville, and yes, even manure spread to fertilize the next crop?  At the end of these short days, the 
splendor of the sunset announcing the end of the day.  
 
We are now in the Christmas season, getting ready to celebrate the birth of the Prince of Peace.  In James 5:7-
мм WŀƳŜǎ ǿǊƻǘŜ ά¸ƻǳ ǘƻƻ ōŜ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŦƛǊƳΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƴŜŀǊΦ  LƳŀƎƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ 
excitement and anxiety as Mary and Elizabeth waited for their sons to be born, they had to be patient.  We 
too need to be patient, we need to ǿŀƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΦ  DƻŘ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ 
of your life so that he can shower you with blessing, blessing that will last longer than a short Christmas 
season, but last through eternity. 
 
The road may be long and the night maȅ ōŜ ŘŀǊƪΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇΣ DƻŘ ƛǎ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭΣ ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƻƴ ǘƛƳŜΦ  .Ŝ 
patient. 

mailto:roscoemops@yahoo.com


 
Letters from Obadiah 
 
Shalom! 
 
     Well, our 175th anniversary year is nearly over--and we've started 
our journey toward the next anniversary--#176. I plan to creep around 
through my mouse holes and check on everything, taking notes on the 
goings on for our next big celebration year--#180 I guess that would 
be--five years from now, then 185, then 190 etc. I don't know how 
many I'll be around for--mice don't live as long as humans, you know, 
and I'm getting pretty old in mouse years. So, if you see a feeble 
mouse struggling slowly around the corners with a tiny walker, or a 
couple of crutches--you'll know it's me. Maybe I'll invent a wheelchair 

for mice--but, since we have four legs should I make one with four wheels?  I think a tail might be a bit much, 
don't you? 
      I've just finished reading the memories collected into our175th anniversary booklet. I'm really impressed. 
As I sat back, in my comfy sardine can, nibbling on my favorite cheese with a few stale crumbs from Muriel's 
90th birthday cake for desert, I pondered the many memories. It would be impossible to include all the things 
we remember, but the one thing that stood out was that RUMC has ALWAYS been a friendly, welcoming place 
with exceptional, busy, involved members who have a good time together--no matter what. I'm sorry I didn't 
make a list of the memories of the mice for you--but I think most of them would center around the great 
feasts you always left us after your potlucks, turkey dinners, spaghetti suppers, pancakes, Kiwanis breakfasts, 
tea rooms, donuts, CHEESE SALES--well, you get the picture. Just know that we appreciate it and also 
appreciated the absence (usually) of mousetraps.  
       Another Madrigal Dinner would have been nice, though. And we miss the entertainment we used to have 
in the Fellowship Hall. We all remember the "Wizard of Aaahs" with the Wicked Choir Director Witch, a.k.a. 
the Church Lady in "The Choir Committee," and the Western with Matt and Miss Kitty and that Chinese cook, 
Hop Sing, driving the chuck wagon! And we'll never forget those three funny guys-Tom, and his two brothers, 
Dick and Dick. And who could forget Super J and the radio vs. TV broadcast skit. 
     Ah yes, those were the days. But--Nostalgia is not big on my list, so let's get busy making more memories 
for the anniversaries yet to come. Hey, I've got an idea--let's start with Christmas. I've got a teeny tiny 
Christmas tree tucked away under the belfry and I know where there's some dandy white paper we can chew 
up to look like snow. Now, if you hear really, really high notes from the choir this Christmas, you'll know a 
couple of us have joined to help out. After all, we all need to do our part! 
 
Musingly yours,                             
 
 Obadiah and the Church Mice 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
ARE YOU NEW TO ROSCOE UMC? 
Come and get acquainted with the staff. 
Pizza with the Staff happens on the first Sunday of the month at noon after the third worship service.  It is a 
one-hour time to come and eat pizza and salad as you talk with the staff.  There is no cost to you and childcare 
is available if you sign up with the church office by noon of the Friday before the first Sunday.  You may come 
to Pizza with the Staff even if you have not called ahead. 
 
 
DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT ROSCOE UMC? 
Come enjoy a box lunch with the pastors and ask questions about the ministries at Roscoe UMC. 
 

 
 
Starting Point happens on the second Sunday of the month at noon after the third worship service.  It is an 
opportunity for people who are not familiar with Roscoe UMC to ask questions and learn about the ministries 
at Roscoe UMC.  Two hours are allotted to eat and ask questions about worship, sacraments, children and 
youth, outreach and mission, growing faith, and expectations of members.  There is no cost to you and 
childcare is available if you sign up with the church office by noon of the Friday before the second Sunday.   
 
 
WHAT IF I WANT TO BECOME A MEMBER? 
Four times a year, on the third Sunday of the month, we offer a membership class for you. 
 

Enjoy a meal as you receive information and ask questions concerning what we believe 
about Jesus and the BƛōƭŜΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅǎ ǿŜ ōǊƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
with people, small groups, prayer, personal holiness, social holiness, the United Methodist 
Church, and the history and structure of Roscoe UMC.  There is no cost to you and 
childcare is available if you sign up with the church office by noon of the Friday before the 
third Sunday.  This class starts at noon and runs 3 hours. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
!ƭƭ L ²ŀƴǘ CƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƛǎΧ 

Roscoe Methodist Apparel and Accessories! 
Check out this link to Embroid This 

where you can purchase clothing and gifts  
that sport the new Roscoe Methodist colors and logo!   

You can order right from the website and pay with your credit card.   
What a great idea for Christmas presents! 

http://www.companycasuals.com/RUMC/start.jsp 

 

Family Christmas Caroling 
Meet at Fair Oaks Nursing Home  

1515 Blackhawk Blvd.,  
South Beloit at 6:45 PM.   

We will carol with the nursing home residents  
and then return to Harman Hall at the church  

for hot chocolate and Christmas cookies, music and fun!  
No need to make a reservation,  

just show up that night! 
 
 

 

 

 

http://www.companycasuals.com/RUMC/start.jsp


Print this page for your RUMC Directory 
 

New People 
Please welcome: 

                
 
Ron and Carol Turner                                             Sherri Gallimore and Tony Hill 

13916 Beulah Drive                                    10052 Leana Dr 

Rockton, IL 61072                       Roscoe, IL 61073 

815-957-0318 (H)     815-912-2017 (Sherri) 

815-670-9239 ©     815-708-9066  (Tony) 

Nanacat56@juno.com 

    

 

Stephanie Watson 

4964 Pine Cone Court #1 

Loves Park, IL 61111 

mailto:Nanacat56@juno.com


 


